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Environmental aspects including noise have been taken into 
account in every step of design development for this project, 
including the site selection process. Appropriate mitigation 
measures will be embedded in the design, and will be used during 
construction and operation to minimise environmental impact. 

SHE Transmission have engaged with Statutory Consultees about the site selection process, and will 
continue to engage with stakeholders on environmental issues. Further consultation with Highland 
Council is planned for early November 2020. 

In recent months, specialist environmental consultants have undertaken a number of environmental 
surveys at the substation and in the surrounding area. 
 
The following environmental surveys have already been undertaken:

• Protected Species Surveys (Pine Marten, Squirrel, Otter, Water Vole, Reptiles, and Badgers)
• Phase 1 Habitat Survey
• Bat survey – Potential Roost Features Assessment
• Landscape and visual survey
• Tree survey.

This information is used to understand baseline environmental conditions, and to ensure that 
appropriate steps are taken to minimise the impact of the development on the environment.  

An Environmental Appraisal or Environmental Impact Assessment (if required) will be prepared to 
support the planning application for this development.  

A specialist noise consultant has been appointed to model the potential impact of the new 
development, and to ensure that this new 132kV development does not adversely affect key property 
receptors in the surrounding area with respect to noise. The noise consultant will consider both 
construction and operational noise, and will work with designers to ensure that new transformers 
have suitable noise enclosures. 

Information on construction and operational noise will be provided as part of the planning application 
for the development.

Next Steps

It is our intention to submit a formal planning submission in Summer 2021, we are 
currently inviting stakeholders to please submit initial feedback on our plans.

Following the overview information presented in our introductory consultation, the project 
team will host a further consultation early 2021 to provide more detail on our proposals and 
seek further feedback on these proposals.
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